
 
 

Request for Industry-Sponsored Senior Design Projects 
 

The Mechanical Engineering Department at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette invites members of industry to 
submit projects that senior level Mechanical Engineering students will work on as part of their two capstone project 
classes. The projects will be worked on by teams of four or five students over a period of 2 semesters (Fall and Spring 
or Spring and Fall).  

 
Scope of Projects:  

These projects should be of sufficient scope as to require a team of four to five students, who will be involved for at least 
two long semesters (e.g., fall and spring, or spring-summer-fall), such that students can design, fabricate and test a device, 
subsystem or system during this time.  The project should provide a challenge for the design team, yet be realistic and 
achievable for this timeframe. Paper designs and software development are entirely acceptable and multidiscipline projects 
encouraged. 

The projects can be ones which will assist you in your company operations, yet are not subject to critical company 
deadlines because they are being performed by undergraduate students. Projects can range from energy systems to solid 
mechanics and manufacturing engineering as well as electronics, biomedical devices, data management, thermal control, 
automation and robotics, and chemical processes.   

 
Financial Commitment and Intellectual Property: 

Industrial partners will be responsible for the cost of building any design. Hence, they have a vested interest in ensuring 
the design will meet their requirements and may wish to establish specific performance gates for the project. However, there 
will be not cost for student labor. It is requested that Industry Partners donate to the Mechanical Engineering Department in 
order to support the educational mission of the Department. UL Lafayette is willing to commit to a mutual Non-Disclosure 
Agreement (NDA) that will be negotiated with the industry partners. However, because Intellectual Property (IP) generated 
by students as part of their course work, under state law, IP is retained by UL Lafayette. Thus, it is recommended that the 
project be a proof-of-concept or one-off project rather than a turnkey project that is ready for production, for patent, or 
publication for profit unless a license is agreed upon between the industrial partner and UL Lafayette. 

 
Deliverables: 

Deliverables will be discussed and agreed upon with the Industry Partners, faculty and student team members. The 
deliverables may include: (1) a midterm and final report each semester, (2) a presentation at the end of the first semester, 
(3) a presentation at the end of the second semester, (4) copies of work product (including electronic files), (5) a prototype 
of the project. 

 
Limitations and Liabilities: 

The work provided will be the work of students that are working with the guidance of faculty of UL Lafayette and the 
Industrial Partner. No students, faculty members, any other person affiliated with UL Lafayette can warrant or guarantee 
the work provided. 
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   If you have a project which you feel would be appropriate for one or more student teams, please provide the following (for 

each project):  
 

Proposed Project Title: ________________________________________________________ 
 
                    Anticipated Product Delivery Date: __________________________________________________ 

 
Company Name: _________________________________________ 
 
Contact Person: __________________________________________ 
 
Contact Phone Number and Email Address: __________________________________________ 
 
Company Liaison who will coordinate student activities and can meet with the team at least twice a month: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Extent of company financial support: _______________ 
 
Project Description (Please print or type. Attach additional pages if needed.): 

 
 

 


